Departmental Overview

Comparative Medicine Resources (CMR) provides all services necessary to support and facilitate biomedical research that requires vertebrate models.  CMR is administered at the A-level of the Medical Science Building (MSB) and is structured in three separate Research Animal Facilities (RAFs).  These are the Central RAF and Transgenic RAF located at the A-level of the MSB building and the Cancer Center RAF located at the I-level of the Cancer Center.
The Central RAF covers 31,745 total gross square feet (sqft).  Of this total area 10,500 sqft with 48 rooms comprise housing rooms and 21,081 sqft are support areas including office space, storage, surgery, imaging suite and procedure rooms.  The Central RAF is a conventional and barrier facility, separated into two areas, the A500 area and the A600 area that houses multiple species.  The A500 area is divided into several sections as follows: large animal quarantine, mouse quarantine, rodent biohazard rooms accommodating ABSL-2 studies, modified mouse barrier rooms, a procedure room for minor survival surgery in large animals and an aquatic section capable of housing fish, salamanders and aquatic frogs.

The A600 section is structured to house all mammalian species.  Procedure rooms include a large sterile surgery suite with two operating rooms, three recovery rooms, an X-ray suite/recovery room, a conventional rodent surgery/procedure room and a laboratory/pharmacy.  In addition, a complete sterile surgery suite is located on MSB-G level.

The Transgenic RAF is a separate 6,062 sqft 18-room Mouse Barrier and Transgenic Microinjection Facility with Animal Care System (ACS) individually ventilated cages accommodating approximately 7,000 mice.

The Cancer Center RAF boasts a state of the art rodent barrier facility covering 19,000 sqft which utilizes ACS individually ventilated cages housing roughly 28,000 mice.  Rats may also be barrier housed in this RAF.  Research equipment include high and low smaller procedure rooms fitted with BSC-2 cabinets, an ABSL-2 area for biohazard studies, and an optical live animal imaging system (IVIS).  
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